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After three flights, and after joining up with additional
medical personnel in Mexico City, the team arrived in
Tuxla Gutierrez, Mexico. We all climbed into the vehicles
provided by the host city and headed south to Comitan.
Now, when you tell people that you are going on a mission
trip to Mexico, they may think you're talking about white
sandy beaches and exotic local drinks, sunburns and
wonderftal food. Food they have correct; but they're wrong
about sandy beaches, bums and drinks. When we arrived
in Comitan, it was actually cool! This is because Comitan
is 1700 meters above sea level or around 5500 feet (almost
like Denver).

The day after our arrival we all woke, met for breakfast and
headed over to the hospital. Upon arrival, the first thing I
noticed was the gigantic banner that welcomed World
Hearing Network and Amaoir, the two non-profit
organizations that sent team members. That made me
swell with pride knowing that the people there were
welcoming us to their hospital and they knew that we could
help their patients.

We set up the operating rooms and the hearing aid room
and all got to work seeing patients and performing
operations starting that first day. I loved being able to see
patients pre-op and post-op, and every time I saw them,
they were smiling. Inside I
knew that they were
eternally grateftil that we
could help them.

Many of the hearing aid
patients would arrive at 5
am and wait all day to be
seen and possibly helped.
Their enduring hope made
me realize that this trip was
going to be life-changing.
Among the patients, there
was a pediatric cochlear
implant candidate. It amazed
me that getting this device
meant this child could go from
nothing but silence to being able
to communicate as a member of
the hearing world.
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Have you ever experienced something in your life that was
so amazing and so wonderful that you now look back and it
seems like a dream?

I had an experience of that exact type recently when I was
invited to go with World Hearing Network to Comitan,
Mexico, as a Spanish-language interpreter.

Patients welcome the World Hearing Network team.

The planning for the trip began long before the team
boarded the airplane and headed south. Several
organizations and individuals donated the equipment and
supplies necessary for the success of the mission. These
included Stryker/Spine/ENT for surgical drills and foot
pedals, Matrics Impressions for hearing aid supplies,
Rayovac for batteries, Westone for hearing aids,
AmeriCares for medications and Swedish Medical Center
for surgical supplies. In addition, many clinics and private
individuals donated hearing aids, and generous donors
helped underwrite the actual costs of the mission.

When the team gathered at the airport, there was an excited
buzz in the air. Many members were seasoned travelers
while others had never gotten a single stamp in their
passports!

The smile on this
grateful patient's face,
following surgery, says

it all for Dr. Kelsall.


